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Canadian conductor, Bradley Thachuk enters his 13th season as artistic leader and 
conductor of the NSO in its 2023/2024, 75th Diamond Anniversary Season.

Previously, Thachuk held the positions of Interim Music Director of the Prince George 
Symphony Orchestra and Music Director of the Brampton Symphony Orchestra (Canada); 
Music Director of the Erie Chamber Orchestra, Associate Conductor of the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic, Conducting Assistant of the Cincinnati Symphony and Pops Orchestras 
(US); and Staff Conductor of the Opera Theatre of Lucca (Italy).

As an in-demand guest conductor in North America and Europe, Thachuk’s recent 
guest engagements include: English Symphony Orchestra (UK); Genesis Revisited 
with legendary guitarist Steve Hackett (UK tour); Thirteen Strings Orchestra, Windsor 
Symphony Orchestra (Canada); Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Indianapolis Chamber 
Orchestra, Ocean City Pops, Reading Symphony Orchestra, Fort Wayne Philharmonic, 
Tuscon Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops, Richmond Symphony, Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra (US); Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal (Germany); and the Hradec 
Kralove Philharmonic (Czech Republic).

A versatile and diverse musician, Thachuk has also established himself globally as one 
of the handful of conductors who moves easily between the Classical and Rock worlds. 
He is a highly sought-after symphonic arranger, with numerous collaborations. Recent 
projects include work with Steve Hackett of Genesis, the music of Leonard Cohen, a 
tribute to the Tragically Hip, Dave Mason of Fleetwood Mac and Traffic, ABC’s Dancing 
with the Stars franchise, Tony award-winning Heather Headley, Sarah Slean, Chantal 
Kreviazuk, The Beach Boys, and Air Supply.

A supporter of the next generation of orchestral musicians, Thachuk is also a lecturer 
in Orchestral Literature at the world-renowned Glenn Gould School at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, sharing his knowledge and passion for orchestral 
music with post-graduate students from around the world.

MUSIC DIRECTOR

BRADLEY 
THACHUK

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTLAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In the spirit of Truth and Reconcilliation, the Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges 
that we are on the shared traditional lands of the  Haudenosanuee, Anishinaabe, 
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, the Attiwonderonk (Neutral) Peoples, and many 
other Indigenous Peoples from across Turtle Island. We offer our gratitude and respect 
to the original and continued stewards of this land. 

The territory we work and perform within is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties Act 
and is within the land protected by the “Dish With One Spoon” Wampum Agreement. 
This land has been a site of human activity for 15,000 years and is the traditional shared 
hunting and gathering grounds of many nations and continues to serve as a meeting 
place and crossroads for Peoples of many Nations to this day.
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It takes more than a great orchestra It takes more than a great orchestra 
to bring music to life... to bring music to life... 

IT TAKES YOU!IT TAKES YOU!
Your support means the NSO can continue to present world-class concerts, break Your support means the NSO can continue to present world-class concerts, break 
down barriers so that youth will benefit from our important education programs, down barriers so that youth will benefit from our important education programs, 
and keeping ticket prices accessible for everyone.and keeping ticket prices accessible for everyone.

From concerts to education programs, the NSO ignites musical passions From concerts to education programs, the NSO ignites musical passions 
throughout Niagara, all made possible thanks to throughout Niagara, all made possible thanks to people like youpeople like you..

Please consider making a donation when purchasing your concert tickets. You Please consider making a donation when purchasing your concert tickets. You 
can “round up” - an increasingly common way to donate - or scan the QR code can “round up” - an increasingly common way to donate - or scan the QR code 
above to donate securely through CanadaHelps.above to donate securely through CanadaHelps.

And remember: And remember: Make the most of your year-end donations. To get your 2023 Make the most of your year-end donations. To get your 2023 
charitable tax receipt, donate to the Niagara Symphony Orchestra before charitable tax receipt, donate to the Niagara Symphony Orchestra before 
December 31.December 31.

Each year, the May Court Club 
of St. Catharines presents their 
annual fundraising tradition:  
the popular “Win a Christmas 
Tree” raffle!  This year, they are 
partnering with the NSO!  

During Brad’s Home for the 
Holidays, browse the beautifully 
decorated trees, wreaths, and 
garlands, in the PAC lobby, 
and participate in the raffle 
and silent auction, or take a 
photo with Santa Claus by the 
fireplace!   

Since 1935, the May Court Club of St. Catharines, a women’s service organization 
serving all of Niagara, addresses the needs, primarily of women and children, 
through volunteerism and fundraising. All proceeds of the Christmas Tree 
Fundraiser will go to the NSO’s Educational programs.

An Annual Festive Tradition





SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2023 | 7:30PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023 | 2:30pm

BRAD’S
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

		  Bradley Thachuk, conductor

		  Kaylee Harwood, soprano

		  Sayer Roberts, tenor

		  Laura Secord Secondary School Choir,
		  Katryna Sacco, Music Director

						          Recording and photography		
                  Please put your phone on silent.		      during the performance are
						          strictly prohibited.

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY SEASON SPONSOR

NSO
NOW!

2



Landx is a multidisciplinary land 
development-consulting firm with 
a focus on both brownfield and
traditional infill development.

Services:

- Project Management
- Development Applications
- Planning Approval Projects
- Official Plan Amendments

- Zoning By-law Amendments  
- Minor Variance Approvals
- Draft Plan of Subdivision 
- Site Plan Approval

landxdevelopments.com



BRAD’S 
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

	 Stillman & Styne			   Home for the Holidays
	 arr. Mann & Williams

	 Williams				   Merry Christmas from Home Alone

	 Anderson			   Sleigh Ride

	 Kent/arr. Bolks			   I’lll Be Home for Christmas

	 Greene & Lowry/arr. Thachuk	 Mary Did You Know?

	 Arr. Roger Emerson		 Arr. Roger Emerson		  There’s Still My JoyThere’s Still My Joy
					     Laura Secord Secondary School Choir					     Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

	 Silvestri/arr. Thachuk		  When Christmas Comes to Town 
					     from Polar Express
					     Soloists: 	Abby Cabaj (Dec. 16)
						      Zoë Taraba-Blair (Dec. 17)

					     Believe from Polar Express

	 Davis/arr. Thachuk		  The Little Drummer Girl

	 Traditional/arr. Thachuk		  O Come All Ye Faithful

	 INTERMISSION

	 Blake				    The Snowman
					     Soloist: Carly Greavette

	 Carey/arr. Mann			   All I Want for Christmas (Is You)
					     Soloist: Khloe Kalman

	 Arr. Kirby Shaw			   The Holly and the Ivy
					     Laura Secord Secondary School ChoirLaura Secord Secondary School Choir

	 Mitchell/arr. Thachuk		  River

	 Adam/arr. Thachuk		  O Holy Night

	 arr. Thachuk			   Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town	

NSO
NOW!

2

THANK YOU NORRIS WALKER 
AND THE WALKER FAMILY FOUNDATION 

FOR YOUR SUSTAINING GIFT. YOUR GENEROSITY 
IS VALUED SUPPORT FOR OUR FUTURE.



Kaylee is delighted to return for another holiday season with the NSO. Born in 
London, Ontario, Kaylee was raised in Langley, BC and now makes her home 
in Toronto. She toured North America with Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, 
appeared on Broadway in Jesus Christ Superstar (also La Jolla Playhouse), 
and in the Radio City Christmas Spectacular. Kaylee has performed across 
the country at Stratford, Shaw, The Citadel, The Musical Stage Company, The 
Grand, Theatre Aquarius, Western Canada Theatre, Catalyst, and The Arts Club. 
Film/TV: Star Trek: Strange New Worlds, Workin’ Moms, Luckiest Girl Alive, 
Mayday, Christmas Movie Magic, Reign, Good Witch, America’s Got Talent, The 
Tony Awards. Kaylee is also a theatre director and educator, and she recently 
directed Retold and Now What? for Musical Stage Company and In Studio for 
Theatre Sheridan. Love to TH and DPR. kayleeharwood.com

SOPRANO

KAYLEE 
HARWOOD

Originally from the West Coast, Sayer has performed across Canada with the 
Stratford Festival (The Music Man, The Rocky Horror Show, Guys and Dolls, 
HMS Pinafore), Vancouver Arts Club (Kinky Boots, Les Misérables, Red Rock 
Diner), Stage West Calgary (A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder), and 
Drayton Entertainment (Kinky Boots), to name a few. When not on stage, Sayer 
is an orchestral composer for short films and podcasts, and he frequently 
creates themes and soundscapes for Dungeons & Dragons and other fantasy 
adventures. He and his partner Kaylee Harwood host the podcast MCU and 
Me!, a couple’s journey through Marvel films and TV shows. As always, rwy’n dy 
garu di, cariad. 

TENOR

SAYER 
ROBERTS

NSO
NOW!
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Laura Secord Secondary School is in St. Catharines, Ontario. The school fosters 
an amazing artistic community with 10 extra-curricular choral, band, and string 
ensembles for students to choose from. The 90-member Concert Choir is open to 
all students in grades 9-12. They perform frequently at community events, regional 
and national festivals, school functions, and concerts throughout the Niagara Region, 
Southern Ontario, Canada, and North America. Last year, the Concert Choir scored 
a Gold at Musicfest Nationals and were a top 10 National Finalist in CBC’s annual 
Canadian Music Class Challenge. 

Laura Secord Secondary School Choir is under the direction of Katryna Sacco.

LAURA SECORD
SECONDARY SCHOOL CHOIR

NSO
NOW!

2

   Diamond Raffle         just in time for Valentine’s Day!

Tickets: 1 for $10 - 3 for $20 - 6 for $30
Only 2,000 tickets. Draw to take place at intermission of Soulful, February 11, 2024

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
VandenDool Jewellers: 14kt white gold, diamond stud earrings, set with 52 

diamonds = 0.46ct total diamond weight (retail value: $1,799.00) AND Bolete 
Restaurant: $150 Gift Certificate AND Niagara Symphony Orchestra: Two tickets to 

an upcoming concert ($150). Total Prize Value: $2,099

NSO DIAMOND RAFFLE Lottery License # M818349

TICKETS ON SALE IN THE LOBBY!

CELEBRATE THE NSO’s DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY





Niagara Symphony - Always Noteworthy

PO Box 1056, 14 Church Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 7A3

905.687.8200

patrick@murlaw.ca

H.A. PATRICK LITTLE B.A., LL.B.

1338 Fourth Ave, Suite S211
St Catharines, ON L2S 0G1

 15 Towpath St, Unit 2
Thorold, ON L2V 2P5

(905) 682-EARS (3277) 
earscanada.ca

Book your hearing test today!

HEAR EVERYTHING,
HEAR LIFE
Helping you hear 
the symphony of life 
to its fullest!

(Promo Code: NSO)



Founded by Paul van Dongen, the
Niagara Youth Orchestra is the
premiere training ground for young
orchestral musicians under 25
years old in the Niagara region.

www.niagarayouthorchestra.org

Niagara
Youth
Orchestra

For more information please
visit our website or email:

WHO WE ARE:
THREE GROUPS - AGES 7-25
~SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA
~CONCERT ORCHESTRA
~TRAINING PROGRAM

Join Us

START
TODAY!

music@niagarayouthorchestra.org



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
The Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges with deep gratitude the organizations and 
individuals whose support makes our programming and educational initiatives possible.

DIAMOND
($50,000+)
Fleming Foundation

Medland & Green Family+

Bob  and Peggy Tytaneck, 
in memory of Dr. and Mrs. 
W.N. Tytaneck

Norris Walker and the 
Walker Family Foundation

PLATINUM ELITE
($30,000-$49,999)
Lauren & Vaughn Goettler 
and the Goettler Family 
Foundation

Conney Romundt

PLATINUM
($10,000-$29,999)
Larry & Joan Bourk+

Estate of 
Nancy Johnston

Niagara Community 
Foundation

GOLD
($5,000-$9,999)
Bonnie Rose+

Bradley Thachuk

SILVER
($1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous*

Ruth Aspinall

B.J. & Michael

Stephen Bedford & 
Mari Shantz

Marilyn Chapman

Charlotte Cleland

Steve Dainard

George Davie

Richard & 
Jayne Evans

Vanessa Fralick

Janet Fraser, in memory 
of Barbara Fraser

Robert & Jo	Henderson

Peter & Erika Janzen

Marlene Masales & 
Victor Ramanauskas

Tim Morgan

Daryl Novak & 
Brian Harrison

Jodey Porter & 
Ben Buholtz

Derek & Merle Richards, 
in honour of Adonis 
Skandalis

Lisa & Michael	
Rosenberger

Dave Sharpe

Howard & 
Marlene Slepkov

Stewart Family 
Endowment Fund

BRONZE
($100-$999)
Martha Abra*

Anina Abrie

Ken & Joanne Atkinson

Susan Baker

Alan & Charlotte Bath,
in honour of Marlene 
Dankiw-Bath

Larry & Susan Bearss

The Behrens Family, in 
memory of Margaret Hill

Evelyn Bergen

Dan Bortolotti

Deb Boyle

Karlie Boyle

Sandy Boyle

Sharon & Gary Boyle

David & Deborah Braun

Renée-Claude 
Breitenstein

Julie Buchowski

Judy Caines

Robert Cary

Margaret Caven

Bill Chambers

A.C. Chand Hicks

Dennis & Laurie Cheredar

Dalton & Jaquelyn Clark

Pamela Cline

Cal Cochrane, in honour 
of Larry & Joan Bourk - 
Happy 60th

Missy Collier

Frank & Gail Coy

Deanna Cross

Jane & Guus de Man

Neil Deland

Jonathon Dick

Mohammad & 
Margaret Dore*

Joyce Dunbar

Robert Eby

Ian & Diana Ellingham*

Amelie Enns

Brian Findlay & 
Mary Thomas*

Cherie Friendship

Currie Gardner

Cathy Gibbs, in honour of 
Larry & Joan Bourk’s 60th 
anniversary

Jill Goebel

Arnold & Marlene Goertzen

Joan Goodman

Peter Graham, in memory 
of Betty Adams

Angela Harris

Michelene Hauber

Nancy Hayden

Nancy Hayden, in memory 
of Nancy Court

Yolanda Henry, in honour 
of Ginny & Paul Green

Gail Hilyer

Sherill Hollick

William & Mary Houston

Peter & Elizabeth Howes

Deborah Hugh

Syme Jago & 
Adrian Goldberg

Anja Jokela*

David Kennedy

Leslie Kerr

Susan Kirkup, in honour 
of Deb & Dave Braun

Janet Lamb

Barbara Legg*

Braeden Lohnes*

Jane Luczkiw

Priscilla & Ying Yuen Ma

Hannah-Maria Ma*

James Mable

Chris & Marilyn 
MacNaughton-O’Rourke

Stephen Mccarthy

Les & Joan McCurdy-Myers

Brian McLean

Christine McLean

Alexander & Susan McVean

Joan Medina

Gaye Meloche

Richard & Janet Meloen

Carolyn Miehle

Gordon Miller

Jacquelyn Morgan

Katherine Morgan

Todd Morgan

Brenda Muratori

Wynne Nicholson

Susan Nojonen

Christine Nolan
Dr. Elizabeth 
Oliver-Malone

Padgett Thorold

Paddy Parr*

Dan Patterson

Elaine Penner

Sylvie-Ring Peterson

Bill & Susan Phillips

Les & Rosemary Phillis

Aidan Prenc

Rankin Construction Inc.

Susan Reinhart 

Graham Repei

John & Karen Reynolds

Joan Salton*

Ken Schander, in honour 
of Jodey Porter’s birthday

Dave Sharpe

Nigel & Pamela Shelton

Grant & Monica Simmie

Annie Slade

Muriel Smith

Malcolm & Kay Smith*

Phyllis Snelgrove

Craig Snowden

Harry & Evanne Snowden

Richard & Allison Solomon

Lia Song

Diana Spicer

Joan Strachan

Jim & June Streadwick

Michael Sylvester 

Laura Thomas

Diane Thompson

Radka Tirpak

Donna Tucker, in memory 
of Betty Adams

Edith van Dongen, in 
memory of H. Paul van 
Dongen

Rob Walters

David Ward

Pattie Webb

Jean Wesley

James & Judith Westell

Janet Williams

Andy Yap

* denotes Ovation 365

+ denotes SMART Fund



3 Race Street, St. Catharines   905.641.5009

Store Hours
Monday 9-6
Tuesday 9-6

Wednesday 9-6
Thursday 9-7

Friday 9-7
Saturday 9-5
Sunday 11-4

(Fonthill Location Only)

Now Open!

1 Hunter Street East, Suite 100 •• Hamilton ON L8N 3W1 •• (905) 549 8463 •• vine.on.ca

• • Audit and Review Engagements

• • Corporate Tax and Reorganizations

• • U.S. and International Tax Services

• • Business Transition Planning

• • Personal Tax and Estate Planning

• • Not-for-Profit and Charity Engagements

• • Bookkeeping Services

Since 1965, Vine and Partners LLP has 
been providing comprehensive financial 
services and exceptional customer service 
to a wide variety of clients in Canada and 
the U.S. Our expert team of professionals 
partner with you to design innovative and 
comprehensive financial solutions to drive 
your business forward on all levels.



STAFFSTAFF

Karlie BoyleKarlie Boyle
Director of Education & AdministrationDirector of Education & Administration

Gordon ClelandGordon Cleland
LibrarianLibrarian

Lisa DonatiLisa Donati
Director of Development & FundraisingDirector of Development & Fundraising

Mike ForresterMike Forrester
Executive ConsultantExecutive Consultant

Anna HughesAnna Hughes
Personnel ManagerPersonnel Manager

John McHenryJohn McHenry
Director of Marketing & CommunicationsDirector of Marketing & Communications

Todd MorganTodd Morgan
Production & Operations ManagerProduction & Operations Manager

Bradley ThachukBradley Thachuk
Music DirectorMusic Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS

ChairChair
Larry BourkLarry Bourk

Vice-ChairVice-Chair
Bill PhillipsBill Phillips

TreasurerTreasurer
Teresa Quinlin-MurphyTeresa Quinlin-Murphy

SecretarySecretary
Jayne EvansJayne Evans

Members at LargeMembers at Large
Stephen BedfordStephen Bedford
George DavieGeorge Davie
Brian FiedlerBrian Fiedler
Sheryl JohnsonSheryl Johnson
Patrick LittlePatrick Little
Virginia Medland GreenVirginia Medland Green
Jodey PorterJodey Porter
Bonnie RoseBonnie Rose

Ex-OfficioEx-Officio
Daryl Novak, Daryl Novak, Past ChairPast Chair
Bradley Thachuk, Bradley Thachuk, Music DirectorMusic Director

11 Bond Street, Suite 20711 Bond Street, Suite 207
St. Catharines, ON L2R 4Z4St. Catharines, ON L2R 4Z4

P: P: 905.687.4993  905.687.4993  
E:E: admin@niagarasymphony.com   admin@niagarasymphony.com  
W:W: niagarasymphony.com niagarasymphony.com

FROM ALL OF US AT THE NSO FROM ALL OF US AT THE NSO 
WE WISH YOUWE WISH YOU

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND A HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND A 
MUSICAL NEW YEAR!MUSICAL NEW YEAR!



ONE ELECTRIFYING 
PERFORMANCE 
DESERVES ANOTHER.
For 75 years, the Niagara Symphony has 
electrified audiences and enriched lives by 
being music forward. For 100 years, and in a 
similar spirit, BMW has made life a ride and 
is now driving electric mobility forward.

Enjoy the Niagara Symphony and experience 
Performance BMW. One electrifying 
performance deserves another. 

266 Lake St, St. Catharines  |  905-934-3356  |  performancebmw.ca

PROUD CONCERT SPONSOR OF THE NSO


