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Canadian conductor, Bradley Thachuk enters his 13th season as artistic leader and 
conductor of the NSO in its 2023/2024, 75th Diamond Anniversary Season.

Previously, Thachuk held the positions of Interim Music Director of the Prince George 
Symphony Orchestra and Music Director of the Brampton Symphony Orchestra 
(Canada); Music Director of the Erie Chamber Orchestra, Associate Conductor of the 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Conducting Assistant of the Cincinnati Symphony and Pops 
Orchestras (US); and Staff Conductor of the Opera Theatre of Lucca (Italy).

As an in-demand guest conductor in North America and Europe, Thachuk’s recent 
guest engagements include: English Symphony Orchestra (UK); Genesis Revisited
with legendary guitarist Steve Hackett (UK tour); Thirteen Strings Orchestra, Windsor 
Symphony Orchestra (Canada); Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Indianapolis Chamber 
Orchestra, Ocean City Pops, Reading Symphony Orchestra, Fort Wayne Philharmonic, 
Tuscon Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops, Richmond Symphony, Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra (US); Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal (Germany); and the Hradec 
Kralove Philharmonic (Czech Republic).

A versatile and diverse musician, Thachuk has also established himself globally as one 
of the handful of conductors who moves easily between the Classical and Rock worlds. 
He is a highly sought-after symphonic arranger, with numerous collaborations. Recent 
projects include work with Steve Hackett of Genesis, the music of Leonard Cohen, a 
tribute to the Tragically Hip, Dave Mason of Fleetwood Mac and Traffic, ABC’s Dancing 
with the Stars franchise, Tony award-winning Heather Headley, Sarah Slean, Chantal 
Kreviazuk, The Beach Boys, and Air Supply.

A supporter of the next generation of orchestral musicians, Thachuk is also a lecturer 
in Orchestral Literature at the world-renowned Glenn Gould School at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, sharing his knowledge and passion for orchestral 
music with post-graduate students from around the world.

MUSIC DIRECTOR

BRADLEY 
THACHUK

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In the spirit of Truth and Reconcilliation, the Niagara Symphony Orchestra 
acknowledges that we are on the shared traditional lands of the  Haudenosanuee, 
Anishinaabe, Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, the Attiwonderonk (Neutral) 
Peoples, and many other Indigenous Peoples from across Turtle Island. We offer our 
gratitude and respect to the original and continued stewards of this land. 

The territory we work and perform within is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties Act 
and is within the land protected by the “Dish With One Spoon” Wampum Agreement. 
This land has been a site of human activity for 15,000 years and is the traditional shared 
hunting and gathering grounds of many nations and continues to serve as a meeting 
place and crossroads for Peoples of many Nations to this day.
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SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2024 | 2:30pm
PRE-CONCERT CHAT AT 1:45pm

MAHLER’S SYMPHONY No. 2
“Resurrection”
Bradley Thachuk, conductor  Jocelyn Fralick, soprano
     Beste Kalender, mezzo-soprano
     Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus,
      Adam Luebke, Music Director

Gustav Mahler Symphony No. 2 - “Resurrection”

  I. Allegto maestoso
  II. Andante moderato
  III. In ruhig fliessender Bewegung
  IV. Urlich (Primeval Light)
  V. In Tempo des Scherzo

Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 - “Ressurrection” is performed without an intermission.

          Recording and photography  
                  Please put your phone on silent.      during the performance are
          strictly prohibited.

      
                  Please put your phone on silent.
      

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY SEASON SPONSOR
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CONCERT SPONSOR
Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 “Resurrection”
Is made possible by a generous gift from 

CONNEY ROMUNDT





Landx is a multidisciplinary land 
development-consulting firm with 
a focus on both brownfield and
traditional infill development.

Services:

- Project Management
- Development Applications
- Planning Approval Projects
- Official Plan Amendments

- Zoning By-law Amendments  
- Minor Variance Approvals
- Draft Plan of Subdivision 
- Site Plan Approval

landxdevelopments.com
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GUSTAV 
MAHLER

SYMPHONY No. 2 - “RESURRECTION”
How much stock should we put in the comments critics after their first hearing of a 
new work by an already well established composer? Public reception changes over 
time and new generations of listeners bring new contexts and make new connections. 
A large-scale symphonic work from the nineteenth century inevitably presents a 
detailed web of intricate themes, ideas and emotions, yet we should judge a frequently 
performed piece through our own ears, conditioned as they may be by decades of 
commentary and analysis. Gustav Mahler was interested in critical response to be sure. 
When his Second Symphony premiered in December, 1895 in Berlin, the reception 
was neither harsh nor over the top: “distinguished and undeniably interesting… a 
human being struggles with the concept of immortality by way of suffering, joy and 
passion on earth” said the first reviewer. Though he may have hoped for more than 
just “interesting,” this seems to have summed up what Mahler had in mind with the 
“Resurrection” symphony, and so he was pleased. The idea of a massive symphony on 
this general theme, complete with soloists and chorus, in the manner of the pioneering 
Ninth Symphony of Beethoven (to which almost every later Romantic composer 
aspired) came to Mahler at least seven years earlier. He had long been obsessed with 
death and its literary and musical depictions. 

In 1887, he had come across a series of medieval verses about the death of saints, 
animals, and children called Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Youth’s Magic Horn) which 
he set as a series of songs with orchestra. Many of the themes from this set also found 
their way in the movements of the Second Symphony. In fact, his compositional style at 
this time has been thought of as an assembly line: instrumental movements and vocal 
pieces were composed, then filled in and adapted to one another as necessary to give a 
work, whether a symphony or a song cycle, the overall dramatic and musical cohesion 
Mahler envisioned. The opening movement of the Second Symphony shows his most 
complex and formally intricate structure to date. It was such an exhaustive effort to 
conceive that he took a long break before moving on to the middle movements. These 
take on the form of accompanied songs, in particular the fourth movement, Urlicht 
(Primeval Light) taken directly from Des Knaben Wunderhorn. The finale, bringing in 
a full choir of saints, sounds the trumpets of the coming Apocalypse and exhorts the 
listener, through Mahler’s own text, to prepare for the coming of the afterlife. 

Program Note by Brian E. Power

THANK YOU NORRIS WALKER 
AND THE WALKER FAMILY FOUNDATION 

FOR YOUR SUSTAINING GIFT. YOUR GENEROSITY 
IS VALUED SUPPORT FOR OUR FUTURE.
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In celebration of the NSO’s 75th Diamond Anniversary, we are excited 
to announce that two generous, anonymous donors have launched a 
“Double Your Donation” matching campaign. Until July 31, your gift will be 
matched, dollar for dollar, up to $75,000!

There are benefits to becoming a part of the NSO’s “Giving Circle.” In 
addition to those benefits, there are additional perks to becoming part 
of our new Group of 75. These champions of the NSO pledge multi-year 
support to sustaining this incredible orchestra. Find more information on 
the Group of 75 at niagarasymphony.com.

Your support means that the NSO can continue to break down barriers 
to music performance and education, and present meaningful and 
spectacular music to you and all our audiences.

NSO 2024/25 season ticket bundles are now on sale. For those of you 
who choose to make an annual gift while subscribing why not consider 
“rounding up” and have your donation doubled?

See you at the Symphony!



Canadian soprano, Jocelyn Fralick recently returned from two years in 
Amsterdam, where she completed her Masters’ degree with honors from the 
Conservatorium van Amsterdam under the guidance of her voice teacher, 
Don Marrazzo, and her coach Nathalie Doucet.  Ms. Fralick also holds degrees 
from two of North America’s most renowned schools, the Glenn Gould School 
of Music and The University of Toronto. 

During her time in Amsterdam, Jocelyn performed the role of Madame 
Lidoine in Poulenc’s Dialogues des Carmélites (2021) and Contessa Almaviva 
in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro (2021). Some of her past opera credits include 
Donna Elvira in Mozart’s Don Giovanni (2017) under the direction of Stuart 
Baker (British Youth Opera) and Leslie Dala (Vancouver Opera) at the Center 
for Opera Studies in Italy (COSI) program in Italy. Ms. Fralick has performed in 
masterclasses with world class artists such as Brett Polegato, Linda Watson, 
Matthew Polenzani, Dr. Bretton Brown, Judith Forst, and Adrianne Pieczonka.

In 2022 Ms. Fralick was named one of the International Resource Centre for 
Performing Artists (IRCPA) singing stars. We can see Ms. Fralick performing 
the role of Vitellia, the national virtual release of the Centre for Opera Studies 
& Appreciation (COSA) ‘s production of La Clemenza di Tito.

SOPRANO

JOCELYN
FRALICK
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3 Race Street, St. Catharines   905.641.5009



Described as having “a voice to watch” (Opera Canada) that is “both fluid 
and expressive” (Opera News), Turkish-Canadian mezzo-soprano Beste 
Kalender was featured as The New Artist of The Month by the Musical 
America Worldwide after her recital debut at Carnegie Hall in 2017. She made 
her professional debut in the title role of Bizet’s Carmen with Calgary Opera, 
with her dramatic participation on the opening night widely acclaimed in 
the media: “..On one hours’ notice, mezzo-soprano Beste Kalender… learned 
that she would have to sing the title role. This she did, and with remarkable 
success…” (Calgary Herald).  
 
A frequent performer on concert and opera stages locally and internationally, 
Beste is a two-time recipient of the Canada Council for The Arts Grant for 
Professional Musicians, as well as the 2016 Sylva-Gelber Foundation Award, 
and the 2018 Inaugural Stuart Hamilton Memorial Award. bestekalender.com

MEZZO SOPRANO

BESTE 
KALENDER
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Niagara Symphony - Always Noteworthy

PO Box 1056, 14 Church Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 7A3

905.687.8200

patrick@murlaw.ca

H.A. PATRICK LITTLE B.A., LL.B.



The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus is a non-profit arts organization dedicated 
to enriching the Western New York and Great Lakes regions through 
performance of high-quality, diverse musical programs and developing 
singers in the choral arts. The BPC is the winner of the 2020 GRAMMY® award 
for Best Choral Performance for their recording of Richard Danielpour’s The 
Passion of Yeshua with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and conductor 
JoAnn Falletta. With a roster of over 120 singers, the BPC is frequently heard 
as the principal guest chorus of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.

The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus produces a self-sponsored concert 
series each season, including annual performances of Handel’s Messiah. 
The Chorus regularly sings engagements with the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra and community outreach events. Recent seasons have included 
Annelies: The Diary of Anne Frank and This is Our Story in partnership with 
the Alzheimer’s Association of WNY. On average, the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Chorus participates in 18 concerts each year, many of which have multiple 
performances. The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus is also a proud member of 
the Asbury Arts Collaborative in downtown Buffalo.

THE BUFFALO 
PHILHARMONIC CHORUS

NSO
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Adam Luebke is Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus and 
Assistant Professor of Voice and Conducting at SUNY Fredonia. He is the 
winner of the 2020 GRAMMY® for Best Choral Performance and critics have 
described his choruses as “splendid” (Gramophone), “excellent” (Musical 
America), and “articulate, unified and vividly expressive” (Chautauqua Daily). 
He has appeared at Lincoln Center, the Chautauqua Institution, and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and in 2023 he made his Carnegie Hall and 
European debuts. 

He has worked with JoAnn Falletta, Richard Danielpour, Chen Yi, Hila 
Plitmann, Angela Brown, and Liz Calloway. Luebke received his musical 
training at the American Boychoir School, St. Olaf College, Westminster Choir 
College, and Florida State University.

BPC MUSIC DIRECTOR
ADAM LUEBEKE





1338 Fourth Ave, Suite S211
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(905) 682-EARS (3277) 
earscanada.ca

Book your hearing test today!

HEAR EVERYTHING,
HEAR LIFE
Helping you hear 
the symphony of life 
to its fullest!

(Promo Code: NSO)
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1 Hunter Street East, Suite 100 • Hamilton ON L8N 3W1 • (905) 549 8463 • vine.on.ca

• Audit and Review Engagements

• Corporate Tax and Reorganizations

• U.S. and International Tax Services

• Business Transition Planning

• Personal Tax and Estate Planning

• Not-for-Profit and Charity Engagements

• Bookkeeping Services

Since 1965, Vine and Partners LLP has 
been providing comprehensive financial 
services and exceptional customer service 
to a wide variety of clients in Canada and 
the U.S. Our expert team of professionals 
partner with you to design innovative and 
comprehensive financial solutions to drive 
your business forward on all levels.



Founded by Paul van Dongen, the
Niagara Youth Orchestra is the
premiere training ground for young
orchestral musicians under 25
years old in the Niagara region.

www.niagarayouthorchestra.org

Niagara
Youth
Orchestra

For more information please
visit our website or email:

WHO WE ARE:
THREE GROUPS - AGES 7-25
~SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA
~CONCERT ORCHESTRA
~TRAINING PROGRAM

Join Us

START
TODAY!

music@niagarayouthorchestra.org



DIAMOND
($50,000+)
Sheila Bonapace, in memory of 
Norris Walker

Fleming Foundation

Medland & Green Family+^, 
in memory of Janet Thompson

Bob and Peggy Tytaneck, 
in memory of Dr. and Mrs. W.N. 
Tytaneck

Norris Walker and the Walker 
Family Foundation

PLATINUM ELITE
($30,000-$49,999)
Lauren & Vaughn Goettler and the 
Goettler Family Foundation

Conney Romundt

PLATINUM
($10,000-$29,999)
Larry & Joan Bourk+

GOLD
($5,000-$9,999)
Michele Darling & Michael Eagen^,  
in memory of Paul Green 

Bonnie Rose^

Bradley Thachuk

SILVER
($1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous

Anonymous*

B.J. Armstrong & 
Michael Robertson

Ruth Aspinall^

Evelyn Bergen^

Jim Bradley

Judy Caines

Marilyn Chapman

Charlotte Cleland

Steve Dainard

George Davie

Vanessa Fralick

Janet Fraser^, in memory of 
Barbara Fraser

Yolanda Henry, in honour of 
Ginny & Paul Green

Jodey Porter & Ben Buholtz

John & Karen Reynolds

Howard & Marlene Slepkov

Dave Sharpe

BRONZE
(Up to $999)
Anonymous

Anonymous, in memory of 
Bob Scott

Anina Abrie

Dr. Roger J. Beatty

Stephen Bedford & Mari Shantz

The Behrens Family, in memory of 
Margaret (Peggy) Hill

Alison Bell

Grace Bevan

Margaret Blewett

Karlie Boyle

Alfhard Brandl

David & Deborah Braun

Julie Buchowski

Alice Burke

Robert Cary

Karen Caplan

Margaret Caven

Dennis & Laurie Cheredar

Jaquelyn Clark

Pamela Cline

Paul Collins

Gail & Frank Coy

Tannis Critelli

John & Libby Crossingham^

Peter Cuff

Marlene Dankiw-Bath

Jane & Guus de Man

Neil Deland

Hester Dejonghe

Jonathon Dick

Karin Di Bella

Margaret & Mohammed Dore

Jane Dywan

Amalie Enns

Susan Erskine

Brian Findlay & Mary Thomas^

Sandra Fruitman

Nancy Gallacher

Danielle Gault

Currie Gardner

Marion Gayder

Susan Gettler-Roscoe, in memory 
of Margaret (Peggy) Hill

Elaine Gillesby, in memory of 
Margaret (Peggy) Hill

Jill Goebel

Arnold & Marlene Goertzen

Joan Goodman

Angela Harris

Nancy Hayden, in 
memory of Nancy Court

Barbara Healey

Lori Hendriksen

Yolanda Henry, in honour of 
Ginny & Paul Green

Gail Hilyer

Sherill Hollick

William & Mary Houston, in honour 
of Musicians

Ivan Hrabowsky & Jane Tymofie

Peter & Elizabeth Howes

Deborah Hugh

Bonnie Jackson, in memory 
of Margaret (Peggy) Hill

Syme Jago & Adrian Goldberg

Peter & Erika Janzen

Anja Jokela*

David Kennedy

Susan Kirkup, in honour 
of Deb & Dave Braun

Peggy Lampard

Stephen & Jane Locke

Braeden Lohnes*

Sarah Lynch

Malivoire Wine Company

Marlene Masales & 
Victor Ramanauskas

Judith MacCarthy

Les & Joan McCurdy-Myers

Joan & Gus Medina

Jaqueline Morgan

Wynne Nicholson

Christine Nolan

Susan Nojonen

Daryl Novak & Brian Harrison^

Sandra Odorico, in memory 
of Margaret (Peggy) Hill

Dr. Elizabeth Oliver Malone

Brian & Paddy Parr*

Doreen Peever

Sylvie-Ring Peterson

Les & Rosemary Phillis

Teresa Quinlin-Murphy^

Helen & Dennis Ray

Derek & Merle Richards, in honour 
of Adonis Skandalis

continued...

THANK YOU DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS
The Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges with deep gratitude the organizations and individuals whose 
support makes our programming and educational initiatives possible. 

Donations received between August 1, 2023 and April 19, 2024.



“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” 75th Diamond 
Anniversary Celebration

George Davie, Co-Chair

Deborah Hugh, Co-Chair

Lauren Goettler

Lynne LeGallais

Virginia Medland Green

Breanne Miller

Bonnie Rose

“Bubbly, Tea & Symphony” 
fundraiser

Daryl Novak, Chair

Lauren Goettler

Deborah Hugh

Lynne LeGallais

Breanne Miller

“Taiko & Bolero”
Syme Jago

Adrian Goldberg

Bingo

Jayne Evans, Coordinator

Stephen Bedford

Deborah Braun

Wanda Derda

Rick Evans

Nancy Glover

Jane Hanna

Patrick Little

Hannah-Maria Ma

Cathi MacDonnell

Todd Morgan

Monika Seymour

Malcolm Smith

BRONZE continued
(Up to $999)
Lisa & Michael Rosenberger

Mary & Gary Rosenberger

Joan Salton*

Ken Schander*, in honour of 
Jodey Porter’s birthday

Phyllis Snelgrove

Harry & Evanne Snowden

Diana Spicer

Joan Strachan

Jim Stangier & Susan Baker

Malcolm & Kay Smith^

Muriel Smith

The Investors Group

Laura Thomas

Candice Turner-Smith

Edith van Dongen, in memory 
of H. Paul van Dongen

Christina Watling

Andy Yap, in memory of Cyrus 
Norwood Carter

* denotes Ovation 365
+ denotes SMART Fund
^ denotes Group of 75

Concerts

Kaitlyn Buggeln

Carmela Colella

Andrew Corruthers

Erna Ewert

Colby Gaines

Erika Janzen

Evelyn King

Heather Laakso

Brendan McPherson

Robin Payne

Rose Soenen

Melody Zhang

2023 Summer Music Camp

Brodie Aza

Kaitlyn Buggeln

Teddy Capstick

John Choi

Nicola Fornelli

Austin Glaser

Melanie Poulin

Skyler Skrypka

Brianna Wessell-Salinas 

Andy Zhu

Co-op Student

Bee Beecroft-Penner
Laura Secord Secondary School

THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS 
THROUGHOUT THE SEASON:



STAFF
Karlie Boyle
Director of Education & Administration

Gordon Cleland
Librarian

Lisa Donati
Director of Development & Fundraising

Mike Forrester
Executive Consultant

Anna Hughes
Personnel Manager

John McHenry
Director of Marketing & Communications

Todd Morgan
Production & Operations Manager

Bradley Thachuk
Music Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair
Larry Bourk

Vice-Chair
Bonnie Rose

Treasurer
Teresa Quinlin-Murphy

Secretary
Jayne Evans

Members at Large
Ruth Aspinall
George Davie
Sheryl Johnson
Patrick Little
Virginia Medland Green
Bill Phillips
Jodey Porter

Ex-Officio
Bradley Thachuk, Music Director

11 Bond Street, Suite 207
St. Catharines, ON L2R 4Z4

P: 905.687.4993  
E: admin@niagarasymphony.com  
W: niagarasymphony.com

It takes more than a great orchestra 
to bring music to life... 

IT TAKES YOU!
Your support means the NSO can continue to present world-class 
concerts, break down barriers so that youth will benefit from our 
important education programs, and keeping ticket prices accessible for 
everyone.

From concerts to education programs, the NSO ignites musical passions 
throughout Niagara, all made possible thanks to people like you.

Please consider making a donation when purchasing your concert 
tickets. You can “round up” - an increasingly common way to donate - or 
scan the QR code above to donate securely through CanadaHelps.

It takes more than a great orchestra 



ONE ELECTRIFYING 
PERFORMANCE 
DESERVES ANOTHER.
For 75 years, the Niagara Symphony has 
electrified audiences and enriched lives by 
being music forward. For 100 years, and in a 
similar spirit, BMW has made life a ride and 
is now driving electric mobility forward.

Enjoy the Niagara Symphony and experience 
Performance BMW. One electrifying 
performance deserves another. 

266 Lake St, St. Catharines  |  905-934-3356  |  performancebmw.ca

PROUD CONCERT SPONSOR OF THE NSO


