


To learn more about becoming a sponsor, contact us at 905.687.4993 2 3



 In the spirit of Truth and Reconcilliation, the Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges 
that we are on the shared traditional lands of the Haudenosanuee, Anishinaabe, Mississaugas 
of the Credit First Nation, the Attiwonderonk (Neutral) Peoples, and many other Indigenous 
Peoples from across Turtle Island. We offer our gratitude and respect to the original and continued 
stewards of this land.

 The territory we work and perform within is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties Act and 
is within the land protected by the “Dish With One Spoon” Wampum Agreement. This land 
has been a site of human activity for 15,000 years and is the traditional shared hunting and 
gathering grounds of many nations and continues to serve as a meeting place and crossroads 
for Peoples of many Nations to this day.

To learn more about becoming a sponsor, contact us at 905.687.4993 2 3
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FLUTE
Doug Miller P
Patricia Dydnansky 
OBOE
Graham Mackenzie P
Karen Ages 
CLARINET
Zoltan Kalman P
Zach (Zihao) Yang

BASSOON
Kevin Harris P
Cathi MacDonnell
Supported by Anonymous

FRENCH HORN
Austin Hitchcock P
Janice Fralick
Iris Krizmanic
Curtis Vander Hyden

TRUMPET
Ira Zingraff P
Brian Roberts

TROMBONE
Steve Fralick P
Supported by Ruth Aspinall, 
in memory of Glen Dodson
Dave Sisler

BASS TROMBONE
James Zimmerman 

TUBA
Brent Adams P

HARP
Deborah Braun P 

PERCUSSION
Laura Thomas P
Supported by 
B.J. Armstrong & Michael Robertson
Mike Phelan
Supported by Karlie Boyle

Julian Jeun

VIOLIN 1
Valerie Sylvester P
Concertmaster

Xiaoling Li
Associate Concertmaster

Gail Poulsen
Michael van Dongen
Natalie Wong

VIOLIN 2
Charlene Nagel P
David Braun
Mary Beth Doherty
Erika Janzen
Vera Sherwood
Orsolya Szalados

VIOLA
Marlene Dankiw-Bath P
Caitlin Boyle
Sarah de Niverville
Pierre Gagnon
Andrée Simard 
CELLO
Gordon Cleland P
Supported by Charlotte Cleland
Sonya Nanos-Hodgson
Mark Russom
Peter Ryan 
BASS
Brian Baty P
Supported by Anonymous
Neal Evans
Supported by Anonymous
Fil Stasiak
Supported by Anonymous

P = Principal
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 Canadian conductor, Bradley Thachuk, is the Music Director of the Niagara Symphony Orchestra 
(NSO), entering his 15th season as artistic leader and conductor in the 2024-2025 season.

 Previously, Thachuk held the positions of Interim Music Director of the Prince George Symphony 
Orchestra and Music Director of the Brampton Symphony Orchestra (Canada); Music Director of the 
Erie Chamber Orchestra, Associate Conductor of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Conducting Assistant 
of the Cincinnati Symphony and Pops Orchestras (US); and Staff Conductor of the Opera Theatre of
 Lucca (Italy).

 As an in-demand guest conductor in North America and Europe, Thachuk’s recent guest 
engagements include: English Symphony Orchestra (UK); Genesis Revisited with legendary guitarist 
Steve Hackett (UK tour); Thirteen Strings Orchestra, Windsor Symphony Orchestra (Canada); 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, Ocean City Pops, Reading 
Symphony Orchestra, Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Tuscon Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops, 
Richmond Symphony, Hartford Symphony Orchestra (US); Sinfonieorchester Wuppertal (Germany); 
and the Hradec Kralove Philharmonic (Czech Republic).

 A versatile and diverse musician, Thachuk has also established himself globally as one of the 
handful of conductors who moves easily between the classical and rock worlds. He is a highly 
sought-after symphonic arranger, with numerous collaborations. Recent projects include work with
Steve Hackett of Genesis, the music of Leonard Cohen, a tribute to the Tragically Hip, Dave Mason of 
Fleetwood Mac and Traffic, ABC’s Dancing with the Stars franchise, Tony award-winning Heather 
Headley, Sarah Slean, Chantal Kreviazuk, The Beach Boys, and Air Supply.

 A supporter of the next generation of orchestral musicians, Thachuk is also a lecturer in 
Orchestral Literature at the world-renowned Glenn Gould School at the Royal Conservatory of Music 
in Toronto, sharing his knowledge and pasion for orchestral music with post-graduate students 
from around the world. 
 

 See you at the Symphony!
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2024  |  7:30PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024  |  2:30PM

Bradley Thachuk, conductor
Jennifer Rider-Shaw, soprano

Robert Markus, tenor

Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
Katryna Sacco, Music Director

SEASON SPONSOR
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PLEASE PUT YOUR 
CELL PHONES ON SILENT

RECORDING AND PHOTOGRAPHY DURING 
THE PERFORMANCE IS 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED

SEASON SPONSOR
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Stillman & Styne Home for the Holidays
Arr. Thachuk Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw
 Robert Markus

Williams “Merry Christmas” from Home Alone
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

Arr. Krogstad The Bells of Christmas

Arr. Thachuk We Three Kings
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw

Arr. Thachuk Mary Did You Know
 Robert Markus
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

Eric Whitacre Glow 
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

Silvestri “When Christmas Comes to Town,” 
Arr. Thachuk from Polar Express
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw
 Hannah Otto (Saturday)
 Zahra Barnett (Sunday)

 “Believe,” from Polar Express
 Robert Markus
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

Davis The Little Drummer Girl
Arr. Thachuk Jennifer Rider-Shaw

Arr. Thachuk O Come All Ye Faithful
 Robert Markus
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

I N T E R M I S S I O N
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Arr. Tyzik Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
 Robert Markus

Kent I’ll Be Home for Christmas
Arr. Bolks Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw

Anderson Sleigh Ride

Rogers and Hammerstein My Favourite Things
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw
 Robert Markus

Arr. Tyzik God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
 Robert Markus
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir

Mitchell River
Arr. Thachuk Jennifer Rider-Shaw

Arr. Mark Brymer That’s Christmas to Me 
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Zoë Taraba-Blaze, Isaac Barnes, 
 Carly Greavette

Schubert Ave Maria
Arr. Tyzik Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw

Adam O Holy Night
Arr. Thachuk Robert Markus

Arr. Thachuk Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town
 Laura Secord Secondary School Choir
 Jennifer Rider-Shaw
 Robert Markus

H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S  F R O M  T H E  N S O !
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Jennifer Rider-Shaw (she/her)

 Jennifer is a Stratford based Actor, Singer and Dancer. Previous credits include: 14 seasons 
at The Stratford Festival (including Lady of the Lake in Monty Python’s Spamalot, Velma Kelly 
in Chicago, Janet in The Rocky Horror Show, Maggie in A Chorus Line, Sally Simpson in Tommy, 
Peggy Sawyer in 42nd Street). In 2019 Jennifer revived the role of Sally Simpson in The Who’s 
Tommy: In Concert, performing alongside Pete Townshend at The La Jolla Playhouse. She has 
also performed on stages across Canada: The Shaw Festival, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, 
Rainbow Stage, Charlottetown Festival, Grand Theatre, Theatre Aquarius, Drayton Entertainment, 
Ross Petty Productions and YES Theatre. Sending all her love to Robert, Josephine, Mom and Dad. 
Thanks as always to Bruce and TH. Happy Holidays!
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Robert Markus (he/him)

 Robert is thrilled to be returning to the NSO after playing Tony in Pops! West Side Story: 
In Concert in 2019. Robert is a Stratford based Actor and Singer. He is most widely known to 
audiences for performing the titular role in Dear Evan Hansen presented by Mirvish Productions 
with Stacey Mindich. Robert received a Toronto Theatre Critics Award and a Dora Award nomination 
for his portrayal of Evan. Other credits include: Six seasons at the Stratford Festival (Mark Cohen 
in Rent, Tommy in Tommy, Riff Raff in The Rocky Horror Show, Mary Sunshine in Chicago, and 
appeared in A Wrinkle in Time, Fiddler on the Roof, and The Music Man). He has also performed on 
stages across Canada, including: The Shaw Festival, Theatre Aquarius, Drayton Entertainment, The 
Grand Theatre, Young People’s Theatre, Ross Petty Productions, Theatre Calgary, The Citadel Theatre, 
The Vancouver Playhouse, and The Musical Stage Company. Robert’s work has been nominated
 for Dora Mavor Moore, BroadwayWorld, My Entertainment World, Sterling, Betty Mitchell, and 
Calgary Critic’s Awards. Special thanks to Jen, Baby Jo, Mom, Dad and the TH team. 
Online: robertmarkus.com
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Laura Secord Concert Choir
under the direction of Ms. Katryna Sacco 

 Laura Secord Secondary School is located in St. Catharines, Ontario. The school is home 
to the dedicated DNA Arts Program in the DSBN and fosters an amazing artistic community with 10 
extra-curricular choral, band and string ensembles for students to choose from. Our 90 member 
Concert Choir is open to all students. We perform frequently at community events, regional 
and national festivals, school functions and concerts throughout the Niagara region, Ontario, 
Canada, and North America. For the last 5 years, we have been shortlisted for the National 
top 10 of CBC’s “Canadian Music Class Challenge” and scored a gold standing at MusicFest 
Nationalsin May 2022 and 2023. We love singing a wide variety of music ranging from classical 
to contemporary. 
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The Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges with deep gratitude the organizations and     individuals whose support makes our programming and educational initiatives possible.
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 

DIAMOND
Lauren & Vaughn Goettler and 
the Goettler Family Foundation*
Sheila Bonapace, 
in memory of Norris Walker
Fleming Foundation  
Medland & Green Family,* 
in memory of Janet Thompson
Bob & Peggy Tytaneck, in memory 
of Dr. and Mrs. W.N. Tytaneck
Niagara Community Foundation - 
M&N Walker NSO Fund
Art & Val Fleming Fund at the 
Niagara Community Foundation

PLATINUM ELITE  
Michele Darling & Michael Eagen.*
in memory of Paul Green
Conney Romundt

PLATINUM   
Larry and Joan Bourk*

GOLD   
Bonnie Rose*  
Bradley Thachuk 

ORCHESTRA CIRCLE 
SILVER   
Anonymous   
Ruth Aspinall *  
Carroll & Ted Baker   
Stephen Bedford &  Mari Shantz*  
Evelyn Bergen*  
Lynn Butler   
Jim Bradley   
Judy Caines   
Charlotte Cleland   
Peter Cuff 
Steve Dainard  

Clyde Ervine
Janet Fraser, * in memory of 
Barbara Fraser
Syme Jago & Adrian Goldberg* 
Jo  Henderson  
Yolanda Henry, in honour of 
Ginny and Paul Green
Peter & Erika Janzen  
Mr. & Mrs. Randy & Lynne LeGallais 
Michael Mazzolino   
John & Karen Reynolds 
Derek & Merle Richards, 
in honour of Adonis Skandalis
Marlene Masales & 
Victor Ramanauskas*

OVATION 365 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anina Abrie 
Anja Jokela 
Susan Baker & Jim Stangier 
Karlie Boyle 
Jaquelyn Clark 
Cal and Marilyn Cochrane 
Paul V. Collins *
John & Libby Crossingham*
Jane & Guus de Man 
Margaret & Mohammad Dore 
Jayne & Rick Evans*
Brian Findlay & Mary Thomas*
Brian Frasier & Robert Di Vito*
Sandra Fruitman 
John E. Henderson 
Peter & Elizabeth Howes 
David Kennedy 
Braeden Lohnes 
Chris & Marilyn 
MacNaughton-O’Rourke 
Dr. Elizabeth Oliver Malone 

Les & Joan McCurdy-Myers
Gordon R Miller*
Susan Nojonen 
Brian & Paddy Parr 
Sylvie-Ring Peterson 
Teresa Quinlin-Murphy*
Joan Salton 
Ken Schander 
Malcolm & Kay Smith*
Janet Williams

BRONZE   
Anonymous   
Anonymous,  
in memory of Bob Scott
Anonymous   
Anonymous   
Chris & Ann Bangham   
Marilyn Bardeau   
Mr./ Mrs. Larry &  Susan Bearss  
Dr. Rodger J. Beatty  
Renate Behrens,  
in memory of Margaret Hill
Alison Bell   
Grace L. Bevan   
Jewell Betts   
Diane Bielicki   
Ms. Margaret Blewett   
Deb Boyle, in honour of 
The fabulous Niagara musicians!
Alfhard Brandl  
Mr. & Mrs. David & Deborah Braun 
Julie Ann Buchowski 
Alice Burke   
C Me Mail   
Margaret C. Callanan   
Robert Cary   
Margaret Caven
Karen Caplan
Dennis & Laurie Cheredar  
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Pamela Cline   
Thais Coveney   
Richard G. Cowper   
Gail & Frank Coy   
Tannis Ann Critelli  
Deanna Cross   
Hester DeJonghe   
Monique DeJonghe  
Karin Di Bella  
Jonathon Dick  
Marlene Dankiw-Bath   
John & Valerie Dempsey 
Lisa Donati & Michael Rosenberger  
Jane Dywan   
Robert Eby   
Laurie Eddy   
Amalie Enns   
Susan Erskine   
Glynnis Fleming   
Nancy Gallacher   
Currie Gardner   
Danielle Gault   
Marion Gayder   
Susan Gettler-Roscoe,  
in memory of Margaret (Peggy) 
Louise Rundle Hill
Elaine R Gillesby   
Jill Goebel   
Arnold & Marlene Goertzen  
Joan Goodman   
Christie Goodwin   
Angela Harris   
Lillie Haworth  
Nancy Hayden,  
in memory of Nancy Court
Barbara Healey   
Mary Heaton   
Lori Hendriksen   
Gail Hilyer   
Sherrill Hollick  

William & Mary Houston, 
in honour of the musicians
Deborah Hugh   
Ivan Hrabowsky & Jane Tymofie 
Dr. Yvonna Hrabowsky  
Bonnie Jackson, 
in memory of Margaret Hill
Peter Jennings   
Richard Juritsch   
Tobias Kaufmann   
Susan Kirkup   
Dorothy Klubal   
Barbara Legg   
Peggy Lampard   
Stephen & Jane Locke   
Jane Luczkiw   
Louanne Lynch   
Sarah Lynch   
James Mable   
Judith D. MacCarthy   
Terry Mactaggart   
Helena McLaren   
Alan McLean   
Joan & Gus Medina   
Richard Meloen   
Carolyn Miehle   
Judith Miller   
Katherine Morgan   
Jacquelyn Morgan   
Todd Morgan  
Wynne Nicholson  
Christine Nolan 
Sandra Odorico, in memory of 
Margaret Peggy Rundle Hill
Patrick  O’Hara,  
in honour of Robin Guard
Mr. Terrence O’Malley   
Doreen M. Peever   
Mrs. Susan Perenack   
Bill & Susan Phillips   

Rosemary & Les Phillis   
Helen & Dennis Ray   
Phyllis Roy   
Patricia Rooney   
Mary & Gary Rosenberger  
Robert Schenck & Sheila Bristo
Joyce Schimpky   
Nigel & Pamela Shelton
Annie Slade 
Muriel Smith
Phyllis Snelgrove   
Craig Snowden   
Harry & Evanne Snowden 
Diana Spicer   
Penny Partridge Staznik, 
in memory of Betty Adams
Jim & June Streadwick   
Mrs. Joan C. Strachan   
Ellen V Taylor   
The Investor’s Group   
Laura Thomas   
Alison Thomson   
Diane Thompson   
George & Karen Thorpe  
RaeAnn Thorsteinson   
Candice Turner-Smith   
Donna Vandecoevering  
Edith van Dongen, 
in memory of H. Paul van Dongen
Christina Watling  
Earle Waugh 
Andy Yap, in memory of Cyrus 
Norwood Carter

*  denotes Group of 75

Donations received between 
August 1, 2023 and 
November 26, 2024
 

The Niagara Symphony Orchestra acknowledges with deep gratitude the organizations and     individuals whose support makes our programming and educational initiatives possible.



The Niagara Symphony Orchestra 
enriches lives across the Niagara Region through meaningful music performance and by removing 
barriers to music education in our community. With your support, we are enabled and empowered 
to continue this mission.

WHY GIVE?
Experience

The NSO regularly features world-class soloists and is home to some of the most talented 
musicians in the country. Because of your support we are able to present these extraordinary 
artists to the Niagara Region.

Share 

The power of music transcends all boundaries. Because of your support the NSO can continue to 
offer affordable ticketing and accessible outreach programs.

Inspire 

Music has signifi cant and proven benefi ts on our mental wellbeing, including emotional and 
cognitive function and development, decreased anxiety, and improved overall sleep and mood. 
Active music making truly engages the whole brain. The NSO offers music education programs 
and performing platforms for all ages, opening doors and creating opportunities for members 
of our youth and community.

18 19



18 19

It takes more than a great orchestra to 
bring music to life... IT TAKES YOU! 

Your support means the NSO can continue 
to present world-class concerts, break 
down barriers to music education in our 
community, and keep ticket prices accessible
for everyone.  

Ways to Give
• One time donations
• Monthly gifts
• Ovation 365 - It’s just $1.00 a day!
• Sponsor a Musician Chair
• Sponsor a Guest Artist
• Donate a vehicle through 
 Donate-A-Car Canada

All gifts come with a wide range of perks 
and benefi ts.

The Music Director’s Circle is an 
esteemed group of generous donors who 
demonstrate their passion and support 
for music by contributing a signifi cant, 
sustaining gift to the NSO.  

Your gift of $5,000 or greater supports 
the orchestra’s artistic productions and 
educational programs in the community.  

Benefi ts include your invitation into the 
pre-concert “Music Director’s Circle;” a 
pre-concert cocktail hour bringing together 
like-minded philanthropists and community 
supporters throughout the season. 

For more infomation or to make a 
donation now, please scan this code.



The Pledged Giving Circle is a 
group of NSO annual donors - champions 
of the NSO’s future.  Through your love and 
belief in your symphony’s vital service to 
the community, you will set the stage for 
continuing relevance and sustainability by 
pledging an annual gift of $750, $1,500, 
$2,500 or greater to the NSO for the next 
three (3) years.

In addition to the Giving Circle Benefits, 
members of the Pledged Giving Circle will 
receive the following benefits:

The Legacy Circle recognizes those 
who have made a planned gift to the NSO 
during their lifetime or through a bequest.

By making a planned gift to the NSO, you can 
ensure that the Symphony continues to grow
sustainably and provide orchestral music and 
educational programs to the community,
while recognizing your personal connection
to the power of music.

Let’s Talk
By letting us know of your intention to include 
the NSO in your estate plans you will become 
a lifetime member of the NSO’s Legacy 
Circle and can be recognized immediately 
for your contribution. 

Planned gifts can include: 

• A Living Gift to the NSO’s Endowment Fund
• A bequest in your will
• Gift of life insurance proceeds
• Gift of public traded securities
• RRSPs or RRIFs

If you are considering leaving a bequest or deferred gift 
of any kind, we encourage you to speak with your 
professional financial and/or legal advisor in addition to 
meeting with our staff to discuss recognition opportunities.

Your donation will go directly towards our artistic costs, 
rehearsal space, instrument upkeep, and outreach activities 
for our music education programs.
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The NSO extends its deepest thanks to you for your commitment and generous support of the NSO. 
We look forward to welcoming you as an esteemed member of the NSO Giving Circle.

Name(s):

Address:

Phone:

Email:

YOUR GIFT & AMOUNT   
YES  I/We wish to support the NSO and are pleased to contribute a total of $

I wish my/our donation to be processed as follows:

o One total payment on this date:

o Monthly payments of $               

 on this day of the month:

Please allow us to thank you. 
How do you wish to be recognized on the NSO’s virtual Donor Wall and in each concert program?

PAYMENT METHOD

Cheque Please make cheque payable to The Niagara Symphony Orchestra

Credit Card Number:

Expiry (mm/yy)                               CVC:                     

Postal Code:                                    Date:

Authorized Signature:
Gifts of Securities: Please contact us for further information on gifts of securities, stocks, bonds, etc. 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO 
The Niagara Symphony 11 Bond Street, Suite 207,  St. Catharines ON L2R 4Z4
Registered Charitable Number: BN 11924 7328 RR0001
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A Mid Summer Night’s Dream
75th Anniversary Celebration
George Davie, Co-Chair
Deborah Hugh, Co-Chair
Lauren Goettler
Lynne LeGallais
Virginia Medland Green
Breanne Miller
Bonnie Rose

Taiko & Bolero
Syme Jago
Adrian Goldberg

Bingo
Jayne Evans, Coordinator
Stephen Bedford
Deborah Braun
Wanda Derda
Rick Evans
Nancy Glover

Jane Hanna
Patrick Little
Hannah-Maria Ma
Cathi MacDonnell
Todd Morgan
Monika Seymour
Malcolm Smith

Concerts
Kaitlyn Buggeln
Carmela Colella
Andrew Corruthers
Erna Ewert
Colby Gaines
Erika Janzen
Evelyn King
Heather Laakso
Brendan McPherson
Gerry Murphy
Robin Payne
Rose Soenen
Melody Zhang

2024 Summer Music Camp
Kate Baron
Kaitlyn Buggeln
Teddy Capstick
John Choi
Graysen Fiorino
Nicola Fornelli
Teresa Lu
Maxwell McLean
Stephanie Salacup
Maxx Schafrick
Melanie Poulin
Liliana Valencic
Serena Yang

Co-op Student
Bee Beecroft-Penner
Laura Secord Secondary School

If you are interested in becoming an NSO Volunteer, please contact our office 
at 905-687-4993 or visit our website at niagarasymphony.com
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